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What a wonderful success! What an extraordinary achievement! To take a 
play so much out of the mainstream of BLOC productions as The Three-
penny Opera and to make it live again for a contemporary audience requi-
red something very special.  And that was the love and commitment of 
Barbara Campbell to a play she had admired since her student days, and 
to a cast, band and team who clearly enjoyed every moment of working on 
it.  We did not know how audiences would respond, but in the end almost 
all of the five performances were sold out. 
 
And so it became, ironically, the first BLOC production in two years to re-
turn a profit.  I’m sure this comes as a surprise to people.  Did the main 

productions and spring shows not make just that modest profit to allow BLOC to function through 
the year? Well, no. We have been struggling to keep pace with the rising cost of a live orchestra, 
wonderful costumes and attractive sets.  For BLOC to be free to mount a great variety of beautiful 
and distinctive productions it needs to stay in credit, and your support for every show we do is the 
most important factor. 
 
But here’s some good news.  For all BLOC members who have paid their 2011 subscription be-
fore 6 June, you not only come free to our opening-of-the-season barbecue, but you can book 
your tickets for The London Quartet for €15 instead of €17, as you count as abonnés.  Details of 
that event and of our spectacular production of Hello Dolly! you will find in the next edition of 
BLOC Notes. 

A word from our Chairman Ken Woollard 

BLOCNotes May2011 
Editor: Dennis Elslander 

The BLOCNotes Archive is now on-line, see 
http://www.bloc-brussels.com/BLOC/ 

 
BLOC cannot accept responsibility for non-receipt of BlocNotes by e-mail due to  

technical problems  

BLOC DIARY Status: 14/03/2011 

Dates Time Event Location 

29-31-05-2011 TBC Auditions Hello Dolly De Kam 

11-09-2011 TBC Opening season BBQ De Kam 

21-10-2011 TBC The London Quartet De Bosuil 

24-27 November 20.00 & 15.00 Hello Dolly Auderghem Cul-
tural Centre 

17-12-2011 TBC Christmas party De Kam 

DEADLINE ARTICLES NEXT BLOCNOTES: 5th JUNE 2011 
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The Threepenny Opera 
BLOC has received many reactions from the audiences attending our last show “The Threepenny Opera. 
Here are a few of them. 
Marc Snoeck/Manager De Kam: the show was superb! It is just amazing how BLOC is able to put on a 
show with non-professional actors/singers yet achieving a professional quality level that is rarely seen. The way 
the show was staged amazing but gives some ideas for future De Kam shows/events/productions. Once more: 
CONGRATULATIONS with your excellent achievement. 
Patrizia De Sena: I came yesterday (i.e. Thursday) to see “Three penny opera”, it was great. I enjoyed it 
very much, the music was beautiful and the performance dramatic and funny at the same time (not easy) so 
congratulations to everybody. (Patrizia has performed with BLOC and now regularly performs in her own concerts). 
Paul Manterfield: Congratulations one and all! Last night (i.e. Thursday) was first-rate, professional level 
entertainment - I thoroughly enjoyed every minute. 
Isabelle Berkemeier: During rehearsals I wondered many times what the audience would think and feel 
about scene. In the end - due to medical reasons - I was in the audience and I can tell you what I thought and 
felt: You are ABSOLUTELY amazing! Congratulations, I had so much fun: everything was so natural, so full 
of life and rhythm! Splendiferous! 

Our most recent show The Threepenny Opera mixed BLOC old hands with some brand new members, in-
cluding Sarah Watts and George Rahim who are both recent arrivals in Brussels.  

Sarah said “I’ve been performing 
since I was young so I was very keen 
to get involved in theatre in Brussels 
when I moved here from London in 
August 2009. The first two shows I 
did were straight plays – A Chaste 
Maid in Cheapside with the BSS and 
All My Sons with the ATC – but I’ve 
always been a fan of musical theatre, 
and I was a keen BLOC audience 
member before being cast in The 
Threepenny Opera! I was thrilled to 
be offered the part of Polly and have 
really enjoyed the whole experience – 
BLOC is such a welcoming and 
friendly group and I have been really 
impressed by the professionalism of 
everyone involved. I certainly recom-
mend BLOC to others and hope to be 
involved with future productions”.  

George said “I have a strong passion for 
musical theatre and my first experience 
of acting was with an amateur dramatic 
group in Croydon where I took part in 
various shows ranging from  Gilbert & 
Sullivan Operas to West End Musicals 
such as Chess. I first saw BLOC per-
form Guys & Dolls and was impressed 
with the quality and professionalism of 
the show and decided there and then that 
I wanted to be part of the company. I too 
was thrilled to be offered the part of Ti-
ger Brown in The Threepenny Opera 
when I went to audition for an Ensemble 
part! I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with a such a wonderful group of people 
from the cast, production, backstage and 
support teams. This is a great commu-
nity to be part of and I very much look 
forward to the next show”  

As some of you will already know, I was involved recently in the Telenet BBC 
Public Speaking Awards. The competition involved preparing a 5 minute 
speech on one of 8 topics on offer e.g “Ideas that will change the world” and 
“Big Companies, Big Responsibilities?” I did mine on “Has Reality TV Gone 
too far in the name of Entertainment?” My answer was a resounding “yes” 
concluding “the reality of reality TV is the majority have gone far too far in the 
name of entertainment becoming unethical, humiliating and picking on the vul-
nerable in our society!” 
After the speech I had 3 minutes for questions from the audience and judges. I 
managed to get to the finals on the 30th April with 10 others out of a total of 
around 150 participants. Unfortunately I didn’t win, but I came close! However 
I did win an iPhone for getting to the final, which is also a pretty good result! 
Finally thanks to all of you who watched my video on Facebook and “liked” it. 

The youngest actor in The Threepenny Opera was Sam Thomas. While rehearsing he also took part in a BBC Speech 
contest. The entire cast supported him. He appreciated this and wants to share his experience. 
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The Threepenny Opera   

 
 
 MESSAGE TO the 3PO FRONT OF HOUSE TEAM 

Rachael would like to say a big 
THANK YOU 

To everyone who gave up their evening to help Front of House 
During Threepenny Opera 

You looked great in your security gear. 
You gave the audience  a Welcome that they won’t forget in a hurry 

 
 
Front of House Manager Rachael Bateman  

Ladies ChoiceLadies ChoiceLadies ChoiceLadies Choice    
Come and listen to our luscious ladiesCome and listen to our luscious ladiesCome and listen to our luscious ladiesCome and listen to our luscious ladies    
                Singing songs from the shows!Singing songs from the shows!Singing songs from the shows!Singing songs from the shows!    
 

 
 
When:  23, 24 25 June 2011 at 8.00 pm 
Where: De Kam Cultural Centre 
Prices: € 10 Adults  € 8 children under 16 yrs 
Info:     tickets.ladieschoice@gmail.com    
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  BLOC special offer 
 

    
Experience the enchanting and exquisite theatrical spectacle of Le Cirque Invisible in Brussels. With an infec-
tious sense of fun and whimsical grace, Jean-Baptiste Thierree and Victoria Chaplin (Charlie’s daughter …) 
mesmerise adults and children alike with sublime illusions and fantastical transformations. 

 
 

* Several places are also available for Sunday at 15h00 
 

28€ per adult (2nd category seats – normally 52€)  

LE CIRQUE INVISIBLE 
Théâtre St Michel, 17th to 22nd May 

   BLOC has special conditions for Friday 20th May at 20h00 !(*) 

KAM KLUB – SATURDAY 18 JUNE 2011 
 
If you have a sense of humour and enjoy music come along to De Kam on Saturday 18 June for the first ever production of… 

THE WAND OF MAGIC 
 
This is a stage musical written by Dave Monkcom and Dave Skinner, two local musicians/writers/comedians, based on an initial 
idea by Marjolein Kluen. 
 
The story is a wacky combination of the Sound of Music, Harry Potter and Mary Poppins and takes a sideways look at today's 
mobile phone culture, against a background of magic, nuns and rock and roll. 
 
Production is in the expert hands of Marjolein, who has put together a cast of excellent singers and energetic performers 
(Editor’s note: many well known to BLOC: so let’s support them). Tears of laughter should ensure that there will not be a dry 
eye in the house. 
 
The show starts at 8.00 p.m. It will be hosted by the Kam Klub, at 172, Beekstraat. 1970 Wezembeek-Oppem, so there will be an 
hour or so of varied musical entertainment before performance of the musical begins. Before that there is an optional barbecue 
out in the old Flemish courtyard starting at around 6.30 p.m.  
Entrance charge: €8 for the show, or €15 for show AND barbecue. 
(Children under 12 pay €5 for the show and get the barbecue free). 

As we are expecting a big audience for this event YOU NEED TO RESERVE  

Foreign Affairs 
Live musico cover band –www-foreignaffairs.eu 
 

Perform  Friday 20 May 2011 
Live Music Café 

In the centre of Brussels 
www.live-music-cafe.be 

 
BLOC members performing: Sharon Norton, Dave Skinner, Lise Floris 
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What’s on??? 
 
ATC www.atc.theatreinbrussels.com 
BATS www.batsantwerp.be  
 and 0495/31.76.87 or BATS_tickets@yahoo.com 
BSS http://shaksoc.com/ -  
 for tickets: http://tickets.shaksoc.com/ or 0475.59.27.03 
ECC www.theatreinbrussels.com or 0477/40.87.04 
ETCetera http://www.europeantheatreclub.eu/ 
ITG http://www.irishtheatregroup.com or 0475/58.54.62 
Kam Klub www.kamklub.be, http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/

Wezembeek-Oppem-Belgium/Kam-Klub/60518989581?ref=ts  
 or Dave Skinner (tel. (h) 02.767.74.49, (w) 02.296.24.82,  
 david.skinner@ec.europa.eu 
The website for all the main groups in Brussels is:  
http://theatreinbrussels.com/portal/ 

A gourmet evening out in London (or Paris) 
for all you opera buffs: 
 
Thoroughly recommended to anyone wanting to 
"impress", surprise, or just have a great night out in 
London with their partner:   
The Bel Canto Resuarant underneath the Corus Ho-
tel, at 1 Lancaster Gate (North of Hyde Park), Lon-
don W2 3LG - tel +44-(0)20 7262 1678. 
The French Cuisine is good and most of the young 
waiters are in fact trained opera singers.  It's a pretty 

intense experience to have your favourite aria sung to you personally - and 
passionately - by someone looking you in the eye when standing right next 
to you... but that's the caberet on offer throughout an evening spent in this 
restaurant.  Not cheap at around £40 per head for a 3 course menu (plus a 
hefty fixed service charge) but if you think of this as a combined meal and 
night out at the theatre then it's still very good value. 

ENGLISH COMEDY CLUB 
AUDITION NEWS 

Judit Catan has written a musical that she will 
showcase on 19 June.  She is still seeking 
male singers for some of the roles.  If you are 
interested in learning more, please contact Ju-
dit on 02 
7310360,0475657982  or judit.catan@skynet.b

The Brussels American Community Chorus  
is seeking new singers.  Adults and students 12 years and 
older are welcome, and all nationalities can join. 
The group rehearses every Monday from 7:30-9:00 PM until 
the end of June in Kraainem. 
Spring music includes "Do You Hear the People Sing?" from 
"Les Miserables," Billy Joel's "River of Dreams," Gershwin's 
"I Got Rhythm," and 3 different types of spirituals. 
For details, contact Lamdm@attglobal.net.        

The duo Arp&Voce announces their next 
concert:  on saturday 4th June à 20h, in the 
church Sainte-Anne (Auderghem), 89, chaussée de 
Tervuren, 1160 Brussels.  
A whole new programme will be presented with 
with songs and melodies fromRavel, Britten, Pou-
lenc, Debussy, Strauss, De Falla and some opera 
extracts from de Donizetti, Bellini,… 
The singer of the duo is Claire-Hélene Inglese who 
sang Mabel in BLOC’s The Pirates of Penzance  
http://www.clarainglese.com/  

The American Theatre Company will be putting on The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams in the 
Bozar's Studio Theatre from 18-22 October, 2011. And we're casting for actors: 
We're looking for: two men between the ages of 25-35 years old, one woman in her 20s and another woman in her 
50s-60s. Being a native English speaker is not necessary but you should be able to do an American accent.   
If you're interested in auditioning, we look forward to seeing you at the Warehouse, located at 73 Rue Waelhem in 
Schaerbeek on Thursday, 26 May at 20:00 or Sunday, 29 May at 19:00. Please confirm to martamonikamarkows-
ka@yahoo.com which date you will be attending the auditions. No preparation required. Directions to the Ware-
house can be found here http://atc.theatreinbrussels.com/atc/Theatre.html. 
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WHO'S WHO in BLOC? WHO'S WHO in BLOC? WHO'S WHO in BLOC? WHO'S WHO in BLOC? Please see the BLOC websitePlease see the BLOC websitePlease see the BLOC websitePlease see the BLOC website    

MEMBERSHIP 2011 
Many BLOC members have not yet paid their subscription for this year.  Could 
you please transfer the membership fee of 15 euros into the BLOC account 310-

Some BLOC members found this article on BLOC’s regular musical director in the Belgian weekly Le Vif. Following his last suc-
cess with BLOC in The Three Penny Opera and his musical Tom Saywer we include it in this BLOCNotes. 


