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With sixty-three keen people at the introductory evening for Contrasts, and many others 
interested, with a powerful if not quite perfect shot at Bizet’s Habañera, a chorus rendering 
of the solo Send in the Clowns from A Little Night Music and the final chorus from Beauty 
and the Beast beautiful enough to send pleasurable shivers down my spine, what more 
could one want from the launch of a new show? Well, just one thing: we need some six to 
ten energetic young guys to join in the big scenes from Our House, a sense of fun absolute-
ly essential.  Adult involvement aside, this is a young persons’ musical.  We have a good 
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Many thanks to Nick Heenan for putting in a lot of hard work to get Contrasts on the road.  
This is going to be a spectacular Spring Show with a big chorus and lots of opportunity for 
solo talent.  Equally to Elizabeth Flynn and the recuperating Alan Anderson, who have 
done fantastic work in the co-ordinating of the music. 
 

Many thanks too to Rachael Bateman who is taking over as New Members Contact Person, whose job it is to befriend 
and help those who are new to BLOC. But very especial thanks to Annika Norstrom who has done the job for the past 
four years, answering new members’ questions, and very often providing them with lifts where they had transport diffi-
culties.  With her talent and her friendliness she has always represented the very best of BLOC. 
 
I do need to tell you about a change in our membership fees, suggested not by the committee but from the floor at the 
AGM.  Basically we discovered that other choirs and societies charged a lot more than us, especially for performing 
members.  The meeting seemed to agree that we should revise our fees and the committee have been looking at a 
change of rates that would not put members and newcomers off.  For performing members the fees are intended to cover 
insurance against injury at rehearsal or performance.   Changes are announced in the note below. 
 
I wish everyone a great 2012, whether on or off stage.   
Ken Woollard 
 
For 2012, the committee decision is that ordinary membership fees will become €40 for performing members and 
€20 for those not performing during that calendar year.  These fees are waived for members under 16 and for those 
under 25 who are still in full time education.  The revenue generated by members’ fees is intended to cover our obliga-
tory insurance costs and the general administrative expenses of running BLOC, with each show being self-financing and 
showing a small surplus to go towards launching future shows. 

BLOCNotes January 2012 
Editor: Dennis Elslander 

The BLOCNotes Archive is now on-line, see 
http://www.bloc-brussels.com/BLOC/ 

BLOC cannot accept responsibility for non-receipt of BLOCNotes 
by e-mail due to technical problems  

BLOC DIARY  Status: 08/11/2011 

Dates Time Event Location 

6-12 May 2012 TBC Contrasts De Bosuil 

18-25 November 
2012 TBC Beauty and the Beast Auderghem 

05-02-2012 11:00—16:00 Contrasts: SOLOIST auditions De Kam 

14-02-2012 19:30 Contrasts: Chorus “auditions” De Kam 

06-02-2012 20:00 Contrasts: recall soloist auditions De Kam 

DEADLINE  NEXT BLOCNOTES: 10th February 2012 

A word from our Chairman, Ken Woollard 
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CONTRASTS 
 

Soloists Auditions are on Sunday 
5th February from 11:00—16:00. 
Chorus “Auditions” will take place 
on Tuesday 07 February 2012 from 
19:30 at de Kam.   
Audition forms and further details on 
timing are published on BLOC's website 
(http://www.bloc-brussels.be). 
 
We need some six to ten energetic 
young guys to join in the big 
scenes from Our House, a sense of 
fun absolutely essential.  Adult in-
volvement aside, this is a young 
persons’ musical for which we 
need more boys. 

Posters and flyers 
 
Be careful when you want to place BLOC’s publicity 
material in public places.  
 
Please respect the official language of the area 
where you would like to place our posters and 

flyers in public. 
So for Overiijse, Tervuren, Wezembeek-Oppem, Sterrebeek, 
Leuven, Antwerpen, Mechelen etc. please only put out printed 
materials in DUTCH.  
For Waterloo, Braine L’Alleud, Lasne, Nivelles, Wavre etc. please 
place printed materials in FRENCH. 
The BLOC Committee and the management of De Bosuil in Jezus-
Eik have received complaints for non-respect of the official language 
of the region surrounding Brussels, hence this request to all our 
members and readers. 

Production Contact Lists 
 
In view of Belgian legislation regarding personal information, please 
do not use any production contact list or BLOC members’ 
information for commercial purposes 

Alan Anderson 
 
Many of the BLOC members and BLOCNotes readers 
will certainly know one of our longstanding members, 
Alan Anderson.  
During Hello, Dolly!”, he took many pictures of the last 
rehearsals and performances, which can be viewed via 
BLOC’s website. 
Immediately after the performances, he had to undergo 
major heart surgery which was successful. Alan is still 
recovering from this serious operation and will need 
some time to fully recuperate. 
 
We wish Alan, his wife Avril and their children alll the 
best in these difficult times. 

Pictures from this magnificent 
BLOC show can be found via the 
BLOC website under “Past 
Productions”, 2011 “Hello Dolly” 
and then “Pictures”.  
Go and have a look. There are many 
pictures from several 
photographers. 

Happy New Year  
to ALL  

BLOCNotes readers. 
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The Big Sing with Chris James, Australia  
Wed 22 February  18.30 – 21.00 

Chris teaches internationally about the healing power of sound and song, 
voice and self expression. “Everyone is born with a beautiful 
voice” . Through discovering our natural voice, we learn to trust our creativity 
and intuition, speak our truth and be heard.   This is the first time that Chris 
James, an internationally renowned presenter from Australia holds a work-
shop in Brussels. 
 
Singer, musician, presenter and voice teacher, Chris has worked with groups 
ranging from 20 to 20,000 people. He presents an interactive sound 
experience with humour and intelligence, addressing self expression and self 
empowerment through the speaking and singing voice. Everyone is born with 
the ability to express clearly and confidently with an empowered voice.  
Join Chris in a fun, song and sound experience  as you joyfully explore 
your voice and discover that we were all born with a beautiful voice!  Become 
part of the harmony and experience the power of your own natural voice. 
Chris is renowned for his unique ability to instant ly unite audiences in 
song.   
No experience required. Musicians and singers will be inspired. 

�
Venue: Conference Room at Maison Communale, 2 Avenu e Paul 

Hymans, 1200 Woluwe Saint Lambert.   Directly 
above the Metro station of Tomberg  (direction 
Stockel)   
There is ample car parking at the back of the Maison 
Communale by the Poseidon  swimming pool. 
Time:   18.30 – 21.00 (Doors open 18.00) 
Entrance fee :   25€ : Early Bird booking until 31 

January 2012  
Go to �http://www.chrisjames.net/book-now.html� 
and pay 33 Australian Dollars via Paypal 
Pay at door: 35€    
Teenagers accompanied by a paying adult 
enter free of charge 

Many BLOC members take part in this event. Please let’s support them 
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What’s on??? 
 
ATC www.atc.theatreinbrussels.com 
BATS www.batsantwerp.be  
 and 0495/31.76.87 or BATS_tickets@yahoo.com 
BSS http://shaksoc.com/ -  
 for tickets: http://tickets.shaksoc.com/ or 0475.59.27.03 
ECC www.theatreinbrussels.com or 0477/40.87.04 
ETCetera http://www.europeantheatreclub.eu/ 
ITG http://www.irishtheatregroup.com or 0475/58.54.62 
Kam Klub  www.kamklub.be, http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/

Wezembeek-Oppem-Belgium/Kam-Klub/60518989581?ref=ts  
 or Dave Skinner (tel. (h) 02.767.74.49, (w) 02.296.24.82,  
 david.skinner@ec.europa.eu 
The website for all the main groups in Brussels is:  
http://theatreinbrussels.com/portal/ 

The Brussels Bookswappers Club,  
a social network of booklovers, meets once a month 
between 19.30h – 21.30h at 'Les Enfants Ter-
ribles' - a lively café/restaurant, 190 chaussée de La 
Hulpe in 1170 Boitsfort - to swap books.  
The Club has a page on Facebook with more details on the 
next meetings.  
 

KAM KLUB 
Saturday 28th January 2012: special memorial 
event for « Mister John ».  
Fully Booked - No Kamklub!!! 
SATURDAY 3rd March 2012 at 8.00 p.m featuring Out 
of Control Band 
Entrance € 8.00.  
NEW WEBSITE: http://www.kamklub.be 
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